should be remembered that the whole machinery of
election was so designed as to weaken us. The
pressure of an autocratic and entrenched Govern-
ment was exercised against us, and behind it were
ranged all the reactionaries and obscurantists who
always flourish under the shadow of imperialism.
Yet we won in resounding manner.

Only in regard to the Muslim seats did we lack
success. But our very failure on this occasion has
demonstrated that success is easily in our grasp and
the Muslim masses are increasingly turning to the
Congress. We failed because we had long neglected
working among the Muslim masses and we could
not reach them in time. But where we reached,
especially in the rural areas, we found almost
the same response, the same anti-imperialist
spirit, as in others. The communal problem, of
which we hear so much, seemed to be utterly
non-existent, when we talked to the peasant,
whether Hindu, Muslim or Sikh. We failed also
among the Muslims because of their much smaller
electorate which could be easily manipulated and
coerced by authority and vested interests. But I
am convinced that, even so, we would have had a
.much larger measure of success if we had paid
more attention to the Muslim masses. They have
been too long neglected and misled and they deserve
special consideration. I have no manner of doubt
that they are turning to the Congress to seek relief
from their innumerable burdens and their future co-
operation is assured, provided we approach them
rightly and on the basis of economic questions.